The ABCs of Gambling
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"Let Your Light Shine Before Men”
Matt 5:16



Addiction & Abuse

    Addiction crisis stage comes quickly for slots players. Some 4.9% of Mississippi’s adults are problem or pathological gamblers, according to a recent study. 

    This figure will increase dramatically in the next few years, according to specialists in the field of gambling addictions. The big increase will be in the gamblers seated at the slot and video poker machines.

    It may take 15 years for skilled gamblers, managing wins and losses at a blackjack table or race book, to reach a crisis stage. For gamblers playing the slots, the rate is one to three years.

    Not only do slot machines increase the addiction process, but the industry is increasingly relying on electronic devices as a revenue source. The “slotification” of the nation’s casinos is creating an increase in the number of women and senior citizen gamblers.
 (Biloxi Sun Herald 11/15/97)

Bankruptcy & Business Closings

    Gamblers who dream of easy street are increasingly finding themselves at another address: bankruptcy court.

    A national study found that gambling may be the “single fastest-growing driver of bankruptcy.” SMR Research Corp., a New Jersey-based consultant to consumer lenders, found that 298 counties with legal gambling had a bankruptcy rate 18% higher than those without. 

(Charlotte Observer 07/01/97)

Crime & Corruption

    Dubuque police agree with federal authorities in Iowa who say fraud cases investigated since 1996 link crime to gambling.

    The U.S. Attorney’s office for the southern district of Iowa has seen eight cases in which suspects said they used stolen credit cards or embezzled from their employer to gamble.

(Telegraph-Herald 12/11/97)

      For More Information 

      Please Contact:

2722 Crittenden Drive

Louisville, KY 40209

Phone: 502.635.0002

Fax: 502.635.1008

Website: www.kentuckyleague.org
Casinos are Bad for Business!

Kentucky General Assembly

Message Line: 1-800-372-7181

The Governor’s Office

Message Line: (502) 564-2611

Email: http//governor.ky.gov/contact.html

We encourage you to contact the Governor, your State Representative and Senator and educate them about the dangers of casinos.

Learn the Truth, 

Then Spread the Word!
Why the
Chamber of

Commerce 
and 

Local Businesses

Should OPPOSE

Casino

Gambling

“People will spend a tremendous amount

 of money in casinos (slot parlors). 
Money that they would normally spend 
on buying a refrigerator or new car. 
Local businesses will suffer because
 they’ll lose customer dollars to casinos.”


Donald Trump
A 2002 Maryland Department of Business and Economic Development report found that only 22-30% of 
slots revenue would be NEW. Our economy will not improve on 70-80% reallocated money and existing businesses will suffer!


  “I believed my own propaganda!” Joseph Napolitan, political consultant: “In 1976, I was instrumental in bringing gambling to Atlantic City. This was the worst mistake I have every made in 38 years of running campaigns.”
    “We assumed it would create thousands of new jobs, revitalize the city, restore its economic strength, and make AC a better place to live. I sincerely thought it would be a boon AC so badly needed. Within three years, the crime rate tripled. It went from 50th in the nation in per capita crime to 1st.”

· Forty percent of local restaurants closed.  The number 
· Homeless people increased by 2000% 
· Property values dropped
· Reported violence increased!

· Welfare rolls increased

· Teenage gambling addiction soared!
    “Anyone who thinks economic problems can be solved by gambling is closing his or her eyes to reality. We made a mistake. It can destroy the heart and soul of a city.”

    Riverboats in Illinois are another example.  They have made millions for the people who own them. But the tourism boom envisioned for communities across the state have not materialized.

    They are doing little more downtown than gambling. Elgin Mary Kevin Kelly acknowledged that the casino there has not generated significant foot traffic downtown.



(Chicago Sun Herald 07/21/97)

    Patrick Henon wishes he hadn’t supported gambling for St. Louis. He and other restaurant owners across Missouri pushed for a statewide referendum for casinos, hoping it would lure more tourists and more business. Now he’s singing the blues. Business has dropped about 20%.
  (Detroit Free Press 08/08/97)

When casinos began sizing up Biloxi in 1991, Mississippi banker Chevis Swetman sized up casinos all over the country.
    He called a friend in New Jersey. “When Atlantic City opened up, what happened to the teller line?” he asked. “Did you lose 10, 15%?” “No,” came the response: “We lost every teller we had in the bank – and half of our bookkeepers.”

    According to Bob Waterbury, the director of the Mississippi Coast Crime Commission. “Everybody nationwide is reporting crime is down and I just cringe,” he said. “How is it that it can be up 11% overall here? Arrests are up 20% for assault.”



      (Detroit Free Press 01/07/97)
    Promises of windfall riches are seductive to states. But by the time the risks are revealed, there will be no way to dismantle the gambling trade or pay for the social and economic costs gambling imposes on weakened communities.
    Experiences in states such as Illinois, Indiana and South Dakota suggest that gambling does little for economic development.

    Legalized gambling doesn’t boost the local economy, it cannibalizes it. Gambling money is diverted from what otherwise would go for groceries, clothes, dining out, entertainment and other products and services. This punishes business, or course and hurts government as sales taxes are lost.

    For casino owners and stockholders gambling creates wealth. For the rest of us, gambling consumes wealth. Bad checks, bankruptcies, domestic abuse and destroyed lives are the payoffs.



(The New York Times 01/27/97)

    Voter support in Louisiana for legalized gambling has declined sharply over the past year. Only 16% said gambling has had a good impact on the state. Those who rated gambling’s effect as bad rose to 49% from 38%.

    (Biloxi Sun Herald 01/06/98)

    Missouri Gambling Booming Critics call it a Bust. “Evidence suggests gambling addictions have skyrocketed. Personal bankruptcies are at record levels. A few addicted gamblers…have committed suicide or turned to crime…gambling companies and other advocates promised not only million sin tax revenue, but other wide-ranging economic benefits.”

    Proponents projected gambling would cause tourism to skyrocket. “You get people that come to gamble, and they don’t necessarily come into the retail district,” said Stephen Powell, director of tourism in St. Charles.

    (Chicago Tribune 03/08/97)


      “The Greater Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce should reverse its support of gaming because casinos have hurt business at restaurants in the metropolitan areas” says the New Mexico Restaurant Association.  Ken Morris, association vice president, “Now we’re seeing a number of restaurants reporting between a 7 to 15% drop in sales. The impact seems more widespread than thought.”

    “The business community is hurting because of gaming, and the chamber should reverse its decision to support an industry that spawns ‘gamblers” instead of ‘tourists.’”



(The Wall Street Journal 01/22/97)
No Chamber of Commerce

Should Support Casino Gambling



If you think casinos will help your business – THINK AGAIN!






































